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Synopsis

Born in 1860s Missouri, nobody expected George Washingtoni Carver to succeed. Slaves were not
allowed to be educated. After the Civil War, Carver enrolled in classes and proved to be a star
student. He became the first black student at lowa State Agricultural College and later its first black
professor. He went on to the Tuskegee Institute where he specialized in botany (the study of plants)
and developed techniques to grow crops better. His work with vegetables, especially peanuts, made
him famous and changed agriculture forever. He went on to develop nearly 100 household products

and over 100 recipes using peanuts.
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Who Was George Washington Carver? A A Mrs. Baynham looked out at her garden, but she
didnA¢a -4,¢t like what she saw. Mrs. Baynham lived in the biggest house in Diamond Grove,

Missouri, in the mid-1870s. Inside the house, everything was in order: pretty paintings and nice



furniture. But outside, in the garden, her roses werenA¢a —-4,¢t blooming. A A Why not? she
wondered. Her friend Susan CarverA¢a -4,¢s roses were blooming. Her roses were big and
beautifulA¢a -4 «and bright red! Mrs. Carver lived on a nearby farm. Mrs. Baynham went over and
asked what her secret was to growing such perfect flowers. A A Ag¢a -A“ltA¢a —-a,¢s our
George,A¢a -As Mrs. Carver said. A¢a -A“HeA¢a -a,¢s the one who knows about roses.A¢a -Ae
A A George was the ten-year-old boy who lived with Mrs. Carver. She was his foster mother. Mrs.
Carver had been taking care of George since he was a baby. And George had been taking care of
Mrs. CarverA¢a —4,¢s plants and flowers. A A Actually, George helped out around the farm in
many ways. He loved Mrs. Carver as if she were his own mother. He would have done just about
anything she asked. But he was especially happy when she asked him to help with her garden.

A A So George went over to Mrs. BaynhamAg¢a -4,¢s house to take a look at her roses. He knew
right away what was wrong.A A Her roses needed to be moved to a different part of the garden,
where they could get more sun. He moved the plants, and soon they were in full bloom! A’ A Word
spread quickly. And young George started helping many of Mrs. CarverA¢a -4,¢s friends with their
plants and flowers. One week, a neighbor needed help with her lilies. Another week, a friend asked
for help with her begonias. George always seemed to know how to fix whatever problem there was.
Soon, he became known as A¢a -A“the Plant Doctor.A¢a —-A+ A A George never lost that helpful
spirit, nor his love for plants and the best way to grow them. He was George Washington Carver,
and he used his passion for nature to become one of the most famous, and helpful, scientists in the

world.

My son chose to do a project on George Washington Carver. This book was a good read. Both he

and | learned a lot from this great man.

Nice book to either read to your kids or for your age appropriate kid to read alone

Bought for the grandkiddos, they love them, thanks!!!!

My students love these books!

My 8 and 9 year olds love these books!

The Who Was series of books is great for my 6 year old grandson who likes to read about real



people. This particular book did not provide enough information about George Washington Carver’s

discoveries or creations to my satisfaction. | would love to know more about him.

Wow! So much detail. Easy to read. Tons of new information for us. My kids love this series.

Things i did not know about GWC
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